s /

1

g

Little woods was a beautifully shot movie, that | feel expertly captures the feelings of being
estranged and separated. When we first meet the two main characters, sister Ollie and Deb, ore
both introduced by themselves. We first meet Ollie in a wide shot in the woods with Ollie in the
corner, and then we meet Deb in a crowded van with Deb far off to the side only seen in a
mirror. Nia DaCosta, the director of the film, creates a space in which both actors are separated
either from each other or other people.

Another great example of DaCosta’s creativity is her use of color, especially the way the
contrast. While watching the film, | noticed an influx of contrasting colors. The main two colors |
saw were blue and yellow, mainly in a scene in which the character faced a big emotional
setback or triumph. The colors can also be used to further separate characters. In the scene
above, Ollie and Deb reunite after an argument the night before and Ollie had driven off into the
night. Ollie stays further right with blue on, while Deb sits pushed to the left with red on. | feel
that it is also important to note that this scene is one of the first scenes in which you see the
sisters in the same frame, and it is a scene that helps lessen the tension between the two.
Charlie Chaplin once said that “life is a tragedy when seen in close-up, but a comedy in
long-shot.” A couple of scenes prior to this one were almost exclusively close-ups, but this one



is a wide shot. | feel that this scene and the color choice is extremely important ti the
progression and tone of the movie,



