
Grown-ish Costume Designs
A visual essay by Anayah Jackson



Michelle Cole is the costume designer 
for both Black-ish and Grown-ish. She 
uses costumes to show details about 
each characters diverse personalities. 

Michelle Cole



Zoey

Zoey, played by Yara Shahidi, can 
often be found wearing sweater knit 
tops and stripes. Stripes are 
considered a staple for business wear. 
This pattern fits Zoeyʼs character well 
because sheʼs smart and is usually at 
the top of her class.  



Luca, played by Luka Sabbat, has an 
eclectic style and can be seen wearing 
a variety of colors and patterns. He 
commonly wears sweaters, hoodies, 
round neck t-shirts, and bulky jewelry. 



 Aaron, played by Trevor Jackson, is 
seen wearing a lot of layered clothing. 
Usually a hoodie under a zip-up jacket 
or a t-shirt under an opened button 
down. These outfits compliment his 
long body frame making him appear 
more “charming” to the audience. 



Jazz and Sky, played by Chloe and 
Halle Bailey, are usually matching. 
Whether with print, color, or material, 
Jazz and Skyʼs outfits generally have 
the same style insinuating unity 
between the two twins. 



Review

Michelle Coleʼs costume designs for Grow-ish are modern and appropriate for the shows 
setting. Even though each character is unique and has their own personality, Cole 
manages to make the characters feel like they are all at college. The majority of the 
characters on Grown-ish are dressed in street wear (and occasionally athletic wear) 
which is most likely what you would see college students wearing today.   



Costume Designers Explained

What is a costume designer?

A costume designer works with directors, 
production designers, and art directors to build 
the foundation of a character through costume. 
They are responsible for researching different 
time periods, cultures and fabrics that may be 
needed for telling the story of a character or 
conveying the overall theme of a film. 

Why are they important?

Costumes are one of the many visual 
components that go into making a film. A 
costume will tell the audience more about a 
character than the character will tell us about 
themselves. Costume designers are an important 
part in conveying to the audience “who, what, 
when and where”. 



What’s the book’s 
main message? 
Use this slide to 
concisely state it.
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